
 

 

Water. This is the constant topic and worry on the pastor's mind and the people who live here. 
The wells have been life changing, but they are also something that illuminates how hard life is 
in these parts. Yesterday, we went to Tamale to have a small generator repaired. Afterwards, 
we used it to pump water from the well on the property to a holding tank beside the Catechist's 
house where we are staying. The generator is first hooked up to a wire that sticks out of the 
ground near the house's tank tower. The wires are attached to the pipe that runs underground 
to the well about two hundred yards away. Then the generator is attached to an electric 
converter that changes the electricity from direct to alternating current. This is done so that the 
wires will not be overcharged by the electricity produced by the generator. The generator runs 
on diesel fuel and is very efficient. Once it has started, filling the tank took about a half hour. It is 
2000 liters big. The water from the tank is used  for cooking, cleaning and washing of all types 
and watering the small garden nearby. Father also uses it to water trees he has planted around 
the house. One of the worries is that strong winds in the rainy season will blow off the roof. 
Having trees provides shade and a natural wind break. The other worry is that the winds will 
blow off the water tank, so having it full, plus tied down and the trees is the best insurance 
against that. There was no sign of it being filled until the water spilled out through a hose at the 
top. Then the generator is run a while longer to make sure and the generator is stopped. I told 
Fr. Sylvester I could now take an American style shower, about a half hour. He was not 
amused. His house has indoor plumbing, which is a huge advantage and luxury. The bathroom, 
sink and shower are all situated in a small building on the outside wall of the house buildings. 
This allows direct flow to a septic system. Eventually, the kitchen, which also has water,  will be 
connected to this system which will be periodically emptied.    This represents a huge 
development for this area as most people "Free Range", that is to say bathe near the well and 
use all of outdoors for their bathrooms. They also cook outside a lot on wood fires and small gas 
stoves when they can afford them. It was one of the most shocking images to me so far that 
women would be at the roadside urinating right next to the men. At the well, when we approach, 
(Father Sylvester and I) for pictures or to talk to the women, one can see women scrambling to 
cover themselves or to jump behind nearby bushes to get dressed as they have taken off their 
clothes to wash them.   In the shower, there is a bucket with a cup that some people prefer to 
use even though there is a good shower head. People are so accustomed to showering by filling 
a bucket and pouring cups of water over themselves that they don't like the shower system. 
There is no hot water per se, but the first water is warm and then by the time one is under it, you 
have grown accustomed to it being a little cool, and really it is more refreshing. The water from 
the well is naturally cooled by being underground and is passively heated in holding tanks, but 
otherwise, unless there is a hot water heater, all water needs to be heated by stove or fire if one 
wants hot water.  
When clothes are washed, they are "hung" on the ground or a small rope hung on a tree 
nearby.  One of the most important sources of water besides the good fortune of a well is rain. It 
is caught off the metal  roofs of any building fortunate to have one and put into large tanks. It 
also the main source of irrigation. This season, everyone planted in the hopes of early rain, but 
so far not much has happened. One can see fields where corn, yams and peanuts have been 
planted. These are the three main crops with corn being the most important. It is the primary 
carbohydrate, and is used for eating most of the dishes.The people are only just now leaning 
about crop rotation and how certain crops enrich the soil, e.g. peanuts, and others deplete it, 
e.g. corn. The land is very fertile, but water is key. As I am writing, it looks like it could rain 
today, but it has not rained a lot this season so far and the people are worried. Many crops are 
burning in the ground, and have been ruined. This will cause more problems soon if there is not 
rain. For my part, I have done two rain dances so far, but nothing has happened and the people 
think this crazy white guy sat on an ant hill or something.   


